Sophia Huyer, PhD
Gender Equality and ICT for Development; Gender and Innovation

204 Ventress Road, Brighton, Ontario, Canada, K0K 1H0

Tel 1-416-479-0601, Fax 1-647-723-5069, shuyer@wigsat.org
Education:

Ph. D. Environmental Studies and International Development. York University, Toronto, Canada, 2000.

M.A. History. University of Toronto, Canada. 1987.




B.A. History. Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA. 1984

Awards and 

recognition:

Fulbright Fellowship, Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University January – March 2002




Jury Member, Social Impact Award 2007, Anita Borg Institute, Palo Alto, CA

Linkages:

Executive Director, WIGSAT – Women, technology, society



Acting Director, Gender Advisory Board, UN Commission on Science and Technology for Development (GAB-UNCSTD)




Senior Advisor, Third World Organization of Women in Science (TWOWS)




Advisory Committee Member, Global Women Leaders' Network, University of Santa Clara, California




Steering Committee, International Taskforce on Women and ICT


Areas of Expertise:
19 years' experience in gender, science, tehnology and innovation for sustainable development at the global level;  I have coordinated international research and policy analysis teams; I have worked with colleagues from Africa, Asia and Latin America on gender and technology issues and programmes; and  engaged in projects and activity relating to the use of ICTs and technology by women in the developing and developed worlds for personal, professional and income-generating purposes.
Funded Research
2009-2010:  Strategy and Programme Development, Third World Organization for Women in Science (TWOWS) and TWAS, the academy of sciences for the developing world. Ongoing contract.

October 2009 – Grant from Sida through TWAS to organize an international Planning Workshop for an International Campaign on the Gender  Dimensions of Science and Innovation for Development ($120,000 US)

September 2007 – March 2008. Advisory and support services on Gender and e-Government in Africa; including development of an Action Plan and Handbook on Gender and e-Government in Africa.  Canadian ePolicy Resource Centre and the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA). 

January – July 2007. Project Leader, Engendering the Knowledge Society: Measuring Women's Participation, Orbicom and IDRC.

2007. Main Contributor, International Report on Science, Technology and Gender.  Paris: UNESCO.

2004. Critical Issues Pertaining to the Gender Dimensions of Biotechnology Policy.  Grant from IDRC through York University on behalf of the Gender Advisory Board of the UN Commission on Science and Technology for Development. to organize two consultative experts’ meetings in Pretoria and Islamabad (approx. $200,000). 

1997. "Supporting Women's Use of ICTs for Sustainable Development", Position Paper, prepared as input into the Acacia Programme. IDRC Contract.
Experience:

1995 - Present

Executive Director, WIGSAT – Women, technology, society




(Part-time on a long-term consulting contract)




International non-profit consulting group which enages in assessment, evaluation, policy analysis and networking on the gender dimensions of ICT and the knowledge economy, including the use of technology for women's enterprises and private sector development; e-policy; and science, technology and innovation (STI). Development of measurement and evaluation frameworks and indicators, analysis and programming, policy recommendations. Responsible for administration and project management, including monitoring and evaluation as well as programme development.
2008 – present 

Senior Advisor, Third World Organization for Women in Science (TWOWS)



Evaluation, strategy and programme development; programme management; governance; fundraising.

1999 – 2006

Executive Director/Senior Research Advisor, Gender Advisory Board, United Nations Commission on S&T for Development (GAB-UNCSTD)

(Part-time on a long-term consulting contract)

Coordination of GAB policy research programme on “Critical Issues in Science and Technology for Development: The Gender Dimension” which focuses on gender, ICTs and poverty reduction, and gender dimensions of biotechnology R&D.  Development of analysis and programming; evaluationa nd monitoring indicators and strategies; policy recommendations; and working papers in collaboration with GAB members and partners. Organisation and facilitation of planning and assessment workshops and conferences. Responsible for administration and project management in consultation with Board members. 

1994 – 1999

Course Director, Gender and Development, Faculty of Environmental Studies, York University

Developed and taught a fourth year undergraduate course on key issues in gender and development, including theoretical approaches, project planning and implementation, economics and globalisation, food security; health, energy, technology (including ICTs), organising, international policy, and environment.
1991 – 1995

Programme Coordinator, Gender, Science and Development Programme (GSD), International Federation of Institutes for Advanced Study (IFIAS) , Toronto

Founding Coordinator of the programme, which identified and engaged in policy analysis on key areas in gender, science and technology for development: energy, health, trade and globalization, and women in the science and technology workforce.
Publications and Reports

Contributing Author, Women  in International Computer Science, Chemistry and Mathematics. Washington, DC: Commission on Professionals in Science and Technology (forthcoming). 

Co-author with J. Bennett and R. Sterling (forthcoming). 89.1 FM: The Place for Development. Journal of Community Informatics. 

Co-author with N. Hafkin and G. Bonder.  2010.  Information and communications technology and gender equality: new opportunities and challenges for public administration to implement the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals. E/C.16/2010/4 , January. United Nations Economic and Social Council, New York. 

Contributing Author. 2009. Women in Agriculture, International Assessment of Agricultural Science and Technology for Development, World Bank.  

Huyer, S. and N. Hafkin. 2007. Engendering the Knowledge Society: Measuring Women's Participation. Montreal: Orbicom.

Main contributor, 2007. International Report on Science, Technology and Gender. Paris: UNESCO.

Huyer, S. and G. Westhom. 2007. Gender Indicators in Engineering, Science and Technology, an Information Toolkit.  Paris: UNESCO.

Hafkin, N. and S. Huyer, eds. 2006. Cinderella or Cyberella? Empowering Women in the Knowledge Society. New Hampton, CT: Kumarian Press.

Huyer, S., and N. Hafkin.  2006. "Women in the Information Society: Measuring Participation" in Information Technology and International Development, MIT.

Huyer, S., N. Hafkin, H. Ertl and H. Dryburgh. 2005. "Women in the Information Society." In From the Digital Divide to Digital Opportunities: Measuring Infostates for Development. Montreal: Orbicom. 

2005. Scoping Paper on Science, Technology and Innovation at CIDA in the Knowledge Society. CIDA. September.

2005,. "Women, ICT and the Information Society: Global Perspectives and Initiatives", ACM International Conference Proceeding Series; Vol. 126. 
2004. "Gender Equality and S&T Knowledge and Policy at the International Level", Organization of American States, August.

Huyer, S. and Swasti Mitter,. 2003. “ICTs, Globalisation and Poverty Reduction: Gender Dimensions of the Knowledge Society”. Gender Advisory Board, UNCSTD. October.  http://gab.wigsat.org/policy.htm

2003. "Gender, ICTs and Education". Literature review and recommendations for policy and programming. World Bank, March.

Selected Presentations

“A Conceptual Framework for Gender, ICT and Livelihoods”,  FAO-IICD Livelihoods & ICT Expert Consultation,  24-26 February 2010, The Hague.

Presentation and faciliation, NASAC-TWOWS Workshop on Women for Science. Nairobi, Kenya, November 30-December 1, 2009. 

Gender and Public Policies in Education, Science and Technology: Improving Gender Equity.   IANAS and the Mexican Academy of Sciences. Mexico City, April 20-21, 2009.

Panel Moderator and Presenter, Engendering the Knowledge Society: Measuring Women's Participation, December 11, 2007, GK3, Kuala Lumpur.  Launch of the Orbicom-WIGSAT report sponsored by IDRC.

Participant and Gender Expert, World AgInfo Workshop, Cornell University and The Gates Foundation, Livingstone, Zambia, November 11-17, 2007.

Women, ICT and the Information Society: Global Perspectives and Initiatives.  Keynote presentation, Women and ICT: Creating Global Transformation, Center for Women in Technology, University of Maryland at Baltimore, June 12-14, 2005.

"New Technologies Creating New Opportunities for Women", Presentation at the panel Reflections on the 2003 Agreed Conclusions on Women and ICT: Current Efforts and Opportunities", Side Event, US State Department, 49th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women, New York, March 7, 2005.

Plenary presentation, “Women and ICTs: Challenges and Opportunities on the Road to Tunis”, Arusha, Tanzania, October 20-23, 2004. 

“International Initiatives in Gender and ICT”, Tacit Gender – Diversity for the Development of Technologies in the Information Society", Virtual International Women’s University, Bremen, Germany, June 2004.
“Gender Equality and the Knowledge Society”, Presentation at Expert Meeting on Science and Social Development, Organisation of American States and Jamaica Ministry of Science and Technology, Jamaica, March 3-5, 2004.
Moderator, INSTRAW Virtual Seminar Series on Gender and ICTs, and co-author of Final Report, 
“Overcoming the Digital Divide: Understanding ICTs and their Potential for the Empowerment of Women” (with T. Siskoska). April 2003.

Other information on request.
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